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THIS LITTLE 


P O E 


IS INSCRIBED 
By the AUTHOR to E. B. G. Eſq, 
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Wen Poet, for a while | x 
Smooth your brow, and check the ſmile, 

For the ſubject's ſake receive, 

All the humble bard can give, 


Paſs the unmeant errors by, Fay | 

Judge not with a critic's eye, 

Ev'ry line I own muſt ſhew it, | | | 

Th'author, was not born a poet. | 

His deſign, from this dull lay, 1 
Was but to paſs an hour away; 

To you his friend for ſake of faſhion, 


He dares to write this dedication, py | 
A 2 
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But b'liere his friendſhip more ſincere, 
Than his poetry is clear, 
a If the critics ſhould proclaim, 
ae d e d aw 
To unbridle her I'm able, 


And put her once more in the ſtable ; 
Whether Melpememe or Clio, | 
Or any ater, you, or I know; 

If I do not guide her well, 

The fate which Pheton befell ; 

Muſt harmonize my deſtin'd knell. 
The gallant Phact met this ill, 

For attempting to fulfill, en 
Difficulties paſt his ſkill: 

If ſuch then, ſhould be my diſgrace, 
Pity your friend's unhappy caſe, 

The will accept in the deed's place. 
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HEN Lovsz, celeſtial paſſion, feeds the mind | 
With ſofteſt wiſhes, hopes of gentleſt kind; 
When, to our view extatic pleaſures riſe, 


And beauties croud upon our dazzled eyes; 


B When 


Binding the heart, in hypocrrtic chain; 


When, ev'ry female charm our thoughts controul, 


And etevare from earth, the human foul ; 


What philoſophic maxim, can befriend, 
The yielding heart, and from love's force defend? 


Say, where preſides that pow'r, which can impart 
Reſiſtance to the love-repelling heart; 
What guardian angel, hov'ring oer his birth, 
Can ſhield from Heaven's decree,---the ſon of earth ? 
Shall mortal man, predeſtin'd, (from above) 
Preſume to light what Gods themſelves approve ? 
Say,---(the compleateſt work of heaven known, 
Fortn'd like the angels, round th' etherial throne,) 
Shall man, earth's angel, woran dare diſown ? 7 
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Behold, the rigid prieſt aſſumes his reign, 


Where 
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Where ſeripture teaches loue -- he bids us bare, | 
And ſwell with crimes th eternal book of fate; 
From ſelf- conſtructed precepts, uaiuly given, 
He miſinterprets the decrees of heaven; 

Bids us be free, ſcorn everlaſting doom, 


And doubt the terrors of a'wrath to come. 


Know, filly maj; chat ev'ry ſacred law, 
Its principles from love; 10 8 to draw ; 
To love is righteouſneſs, the path of peace, 
Which, with devotion, ever muſt encreaſe; 
The ſinner's l puts a ſtop to love, 
And from our breaſt, that paſſion would remove. 
Compatible, with every law divine, 
Love, with ſuperior grace, muſt ever ſhine, 


Behold 
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The great ſtupendous ſcene of nature view, 


Diſtinctly; give to each, its praiſes. due; 


Behold, how wonderful, the maker's art, 

Who could to all, their various rules impart | 
Shall man, vain creature, from ſuch ſcenes retire, 
Neglecting, (with ſubmiſſion) to admire? _ 

All theſe, by love's enn rules combin' d, 


To man, are, Rf defling, reſign - 


And ſhall man dare to fay,---my will i is Free? 
| All theſe, (though made to ſerve the Deity ; j 


Who rules oer all, are left alone to me ? 


If ev'ry atom of this earthly maſs, 
Under the univerſal law muſt paſs ; 
From what authority ſhall man alone 


Dare, his Creator's wiſe decree diſown ? 
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He who gives life, and bids us ceaſe to live, 

Is it not his, our very thoughts to give; 

And ſhall frail man, thoſe ſentiments remove, 
Which beauty breeds,---and lead the mind to love. 


Can it be fn, thoſe beauties to explore, 
Which, bid us the Creator's ſkill adore ? | 
To view thoſe charms, which add to female grace, 


To ſcan the features, of a lovely face | 

The auburn hair, the love enchanting eyel. / 
The roſy lips, which, bids us live or die. 
The ſnowy breaſts, and love inſpiring mien 
The eaſy ſhape ! the fair inviting ſæin ! 

If it be fin, ſuch wonders to admire? 


To live in fin, be my ſupreme defire.. 
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Peace then vain preacher, puff d with ſullen pride, 
The laws of loye, who follow; ceaſe to chide; 57 el 
Her dictates," free m gut; to men were given, 

The fureſt guide, to lead us the way to Heaven; 
Whenever love, invades the human heart, 
All cruel and ungrateful choughts, depart ; : 

Each baſe idea, vaniſhes away, 


CI 


And the mind, beams, a bright refulgent ray. 


The firſt command of 'Heav'n, "bids us love, 
"nd oo cls wi lk 
Who to love's law, implicitly ſubmits, 
For ſin, his ev'ry faculty ie 5 
He cannot err ;---love's bias ſpeeds him right, 
Void of offence ; his FR is to delight; 


Kind, to all men, beneficient, and free, 
He lives; an emblem of the deity. 


Thus 
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Thus love its friendly aid, to all imparts, 
And chearfully revives, the drooping hearts; 
What's charity ?- -hut love, in ſacred dreſs, 
Relieving pain z---preventing deep diſtreſs ; 
What's generoſity ?---but love's rich ſtore, 
Imparted from the wealthy, to the poor; 

To love, each virtuous action owes its riſe, 
Love courts all good, and ev'ry fin defies, --- 


Thy ſacred name 3 O Love! how oft prophan'd! 
When by vile lechery's pollution, Rain'd ! 
What wretch, firſt taught !---what villain firſt eſſay d 
Under thy name, to cheat the harmleſs maid; 
Who firſt polluted. ev'ry honour'd tie, 
And bade the fimple maid, receive a lie? 
Luft oft conceal'd, beneath thy harmleſs veil, 
Bids weeping virgins their diſtreſs bewail,--- 
In 
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In thee, three various paſſions take their riſe, 
Love---Fr iendſhip (Charity, which ne er denies ;) 


To thoſe, all ſocial virtues owe their birth, 
T heſe, ſow the ſeeds of bliſs, throughout the earth, 


Love---the fapteme diſpoſer of all good, 


Friendſhip, the ſacred tie of ſocial blood; 
Bleſt Charity, defacer of all woes, 
From whoſe foundation, ev'ry bleſſing grows, 


When beauty in its gayeſt form appears, 


What philoſophic pride ? what weight of years? 


Can the raſh gazer; from thoſe powers defend? | 
Which o'er all mortal hearts, its laws extend ? 

"Tis beauty's power, all our wits betray, 

Where'er ſhe deigns, her banners to diſplay ; 

The gay. the gave, the young, the wiſe,---the old, 


Their willing boſoms, to her darts unfold, . 


How 
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How ſubtile, is the poiſon of thoſe darcs, 
Which beauty aims, unerring gainſt our hearts; 
Some features charm, ame fall beneath the ſnape; 
The eye the noſe- the forehead |---none eſcape; 0 
The taper leg the neck - the auburn hair 7 710 
Each to love's captive votary, the /zare, 
To theſe their pow'r, if mental charms ſuſtain, 


All hearts ſubmit: ref/fance is in vain. 


Thus Love, her univerſal empire ſways, 
Whilſt, to her ſcepter all the earth obeys; 
Extenſive, as the will of mighty Jove, 
All human ings confeſs the pow'rs of Love, 
The mortal race of man, the beſtial train, 
The winged chair, the offspring of the Sales el fn 
Man, woman, birds, beqſta, fiſhes; reptiles, all, 
To Love ſubmit, (as nature's deareſt call.) 
D Friendſhip, 
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To eaſe the pain, and wipe away the tears. 
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Friendſhip, to ev'ry ſocial mind endear'd, 
For ever be thy glorious name rever'd ; 
Each other's want, by thy bleſt hand relieved, 
Sure cor:/olation to the ſoul aggriev d 3 
All mortal woes, (thy banners when in fight) 
Conceal rhemſelues; and aim a ſpeedy flight ; 
The gifts from Heav'n beſtow'd, upon a friend, 
He thinks it, but his duty; to re-lend. 


Who bath a friend enriched ; can he be poor ? 
When he ſurveys the hoſpitable door ? 
Where friendſhip ſhews its face, the poor man's curſe, 
Ne'er ſtalks!---behold 1---the noserranLs yurSE ; | 
Sickneſs, ne'er, needs adminiſtring relief, 
Or can the: * be overwhelmed with grief; 
When, within call, the Chriſian friend appears, 


t 


By minds ere by wor, how juſtly prais d, 
How many monuments, to friendſhip rais'd ; 
To her bleſt altar, what celeſtial domes, 
Erected ſtand l hat conſecrated tombs ! 

See Charity, from thee her tribute claims, 
And firſt amongſt her ſons, in favour,names ; | 
What daily tributes on thy altars ſmoke, 
Through thee, how many do his gifts invoke. 


| When e the troubled mind aſſails, 
And through diſcaſe, the weaken'd fabric ails; 
If the o erburthened mind, oppreſs d with care, 
To Friendſhip's ſacred aſylum repair, | 
Whether, the object by diſtempers torn, 
By ſickneſs waſted, or by grief forlorn, 
From F riendſhip” s all relieving welcome hand, 


The cure is certain, comfort at command. 
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| To their bleſt architect, . eternal praiſe. z 
Wichin, theſe holy walls, mankind fulfill, F 992 


He ſighs, like Fob; deſpairing of relief; bn er 0 
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From Love and Friendſhips fair foundations rife, 


l 


An edifice, ,whoſe ſummit tops; the ſcies z: 


A dome, whoſe hoſpitable portals. raiſe ;. 


In trueſt form, their Maker's holy will; 
By various charities, God's . ink; Ie leb 14d 
And fill with graritude, earth's wide immenſe. 
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By poverty ſubd, 


Which fate diſtreſſe man can undergo,) Natron: bak 


When ſinking under his ,oppreſbive. grief, pro's 4141 


The naked, hungry, wretched, here may wert OE 
F 0 all heir ills ; à ſafe ſerene retreat; 8 
Here, contribution, bids their ſorrous BOY | 
And by its pow'rs, ira life, health and peace. 
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Is there a niſery on earth fo great? 
That Charity lacks power to abate? 
Is there an i that her reheving hand ? 
Preſents no cure for in this healing land ? 
Say gratitude ? exalt the theme of praiſe, 
To Charity, ſubmit thy willing lays; 
Whoſe /ub/unary goodneſs, ne er decays. 
Bleſt Charity | alone, in/pþires the heart, 
To act on earth, the faithful Chriſtian's part. 


To happineſs the only certain way, 
Ts n Love, ſo Scriptures ſay, 
Baſe thoughts, can never prompt that holy mind, 
Which owes itſelf to Chriſtian Love reſign d; 
Envy retires ; and malice quits the field, 
Wherever, Love's all conquiving ſtandards wield ; 
No guilty purpaſes,; their minds inſeſt, 
No faulty paſſions, bannt true lovers breaſt. 

E If 
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It REV Love, the boſom fires, 
And by her friendly zeal, the mind inſpires; 
c 
Their wills to goodneſs fetter d by her chain; 
| | Which from all crimes their wanton minds reſtrain. 
To ati by fraud, or-infidelity, opting 
i Is incompatible with Love s decree ; 
| Her mk by, /ofter paſſions ſway'd,, 


; No criminal intentions can invade. 
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When by ber rules our actions bend their courſe, 
| The guiltleſs mind, feels no conceal d remorſe ; 
| In! ſcenes of bleſt uninterupted Love, 

Such is 1b employment of KY bleſi Seve 4 

Since then the greateſt bleſſing Heav'n can give, 

Is to eternity in Love to live; | 
In ſocial Love, and to our Maker's praiſe, 

Be it the taſt, to paſs our mortal days.. 

Friendſbip 
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Friendſhip with Love, be thy juſt praiſes given, 
Thou lead'ſt the faithful mind from Earth to Heaven ; 
Shouldſt thou, extend through all the globe thy reign, 


War, ſoon muſt ceaſe, with all its frightful train, f 


And bloody ſcenes, no more, diſguiſe the plain. ; 
Where'er, thy banners elevated high, 

Rival the honours of their native ſky ; 

There happineſs in brighteſt luſtre ſtands, 

And overflowing bleſſings, deck the lands. 


May Friendſhip's ſocial virtues, ever ſhine, 
To Liberty and Love, each mind incline ; 
Murmurs no more be heard---all ſorrows ceaſe, | 
And the whole globe, feel ſweet faducial peace ; | 
Where Friendſhip reigns, avaunt all earthly care, 
Diſtreſs, ſhall find no habitation there; 
Fraught with impartive bleſſings, Heaven ſmiles, 
And Love and Friendſhip, ev'ry care beguiles. 
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Prom Lose and Frlendſbip, origin lfitſt known 


Of virtues) Charity the Chriſtian's ercown 2d 8 
From Heaved's harid, to man was freely thrown, 
With holy leſſon, fraught, to earth deſcends , N 


ke Charity, and pity s cauſe beſtiends s: 


Drives forrow, "wang, and care,” from of che arb., 
And gives" long fought for baypinee its births. ala 11 


The Joyful notes of bappineſs elbe 71 nes to | 


Ana the bleſt Spot with ey ry Bleſſi 
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